
 

Meeting Minutes: March 26, 2018, 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Location: Dana Point Harbor Sailing and Events Center 

In attendance: James Lenthall – boater, Jim Miller – restaurateur, Greg McDowell – boater, William Kindel- boater/dry storage, Diana Poulos 

– retailer, Donna Kalez – waterside merchant, John Yamasaki – clubs/social organizations, Daniel Pingaro – education/community service 

organizations, Robert Hartung – member at large, Stacy Blackwood – ex-officio, as well as several interested members of the public. 

WELCOME/INTRODUCTIONS – President James Lenthall opened the meeting and asked board members and guests to introduce 

themselves. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Minutes were approved with one correction on the spelling of a name. 

HARBOR REDEVELOPMENT ENTITLEMENT PROCESS/AGENCIES WITH JURISDICTION – Lenthall and Stacy Blackwood of OC 

Parks gave a brief history of the Harbor from when the Tidelands Trust was set up in 1961 by the state giving Orange County operating 

control to the present.  The multiple regulatory bodies including the City of Dana Point, Orange County Board of Supervisors, Army Corps 

of Engineers and the California Coastal Commission have all been involved as the Harbor Revitalization winded its way to the present. 

Blackwood said it may be announced in the next month or two that the County will execute a lease agreement with Dana Point Harbor 

Partners, a private development group, to begin revitalization construction.  If the developer does not deviate from the existing LCPA, a new 

amendment for the commercial core, marina slips, and boat storage facilities won’t be needed.   

DPH 12 GUIDING PRINCIPLES – Lenthall and Jim Miller discussed the original principles and how they were incorporated when the 

private developers were being vetted by the County.  The principles were included as part of the RFQ #18.  Lenthall presented an updated 

version of the principles for discussion purposes and suggested board members talk to their various interested parties and be ready to discuss 

any changes at the April meeting.  Principle among the changes was the addition “protect Harbor’s beauty and visual appeal” and “protect 

OC Sailing and Events Center as a venue for education, community services and youth sailing development”. 

It was pointed out that even with additional parking included in the revitalization, paid parking can be a means to facilitate moving traffic 

through the Harbor.  Paid parking would require Coastal Commission approval. 

DANA POINT HARBOR PATROL FUNDING AND OPERATIONS – Lenthall said the Dana Point Boaters Association wants DPHAB to 

review a letter for the County expressing concerns with the allocation of Tidelands Fund #108 for patrol funding.  They would like an 

explanation of how the Harbor Patrol expenses are allocated.  Total cost annually of expenses is approximately $12 million with 30% from 

Dana Point Tidelands #108, 15% from the Newport fund #106, and 55% from OC Parks.  Question is whether Dana Point is paying a 

disproportionate amount of harbor patrol services.  The Harbor Patrol is responsible for 43 miles of coastline out three miles.   

Blackwood said Dana Point Harbor was built under Harbor, Beaches and Parks District. That district was dissolved in the late 80’s rolling 

DP Harbor into OC Parks.  She, too, would like to be provided a better understanding of Harbor Patrol funding and how it is allocated. 

Lenthall suggested asking, via letter, for the Orange County Board of Supervisors to examine proportion of funding and provide an 

explanation of same.  The board agreed that such a letter should be sent to the Board of Supervisors of Orange County. 

DPHAB OUTREACH PLAN – Robert Hartung and Lenthall discussed how the Board could reach interested people and get feedback from 

the public.  Hartung said it wouldn’t take a great deal of time to spend an hour here and there with various civic and boater groups to provide 

information and get feedback.  The 12 guiding principles will be an excellent place to start.  Miller suggested attending the May 18 Coffee 

Talk at 8:30 a.m. on his patio in the Harbor to discuss them. 

POSSIBLE FUTURE TOPICS/MEETING EVALUATION – Lenthall suggested board members send suggestions for future agenda topics 

to him via email along with any ideas for improving meetings. 

He asked board members to send a photo and a short bio (3 or 4 sentences) of themselves to add to the website, which is in the works. 

The meeting was adjourned. 


